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I am humbled and honored to serve as the President of the Interna onal Area (INTO) for the next
2 years. Lisa and I have been part of the INTO
board for the last 6 years and members of FMCA
since 1993. On August 29th, 2020, I was sworn into
oﬃce as the INTO AVP during a Zoom conference call hosted by FMCA
President Jon Walker. This is a challenging me for FMCA and as we
move forward, I will do my best to make decisions in the best interest
of FMCA and its members.
Our journey with FMCA began in 1993 when we purchased a Coachmen Sportscoach Pathﬁnder and received a membership in FMCA.
Hard to believe that we have been members for 27 years! We did not
discover Rallies and Chapters for many years but for the last 8 years
we have a ended every Na onal Conven on, discovered the joys of
volunteering at the rallies and are members of 14 Chapters in 4 Areas
of FMCA.
We are hoping to see everyone at our next FMCA Conven on in Perry,
Georgia, March 10-13, 2021. Our next INTO Rally is tenta vely scheduled for April 2021, in Lebanon, Tennessee. Early arrival will begin on
April 17th to provide me for early chapter rallies and to explore the
Nashville area before the start of the rally on the 19th. The INTO Execu ve Board met in Lebanon for a planning session and our annual
board mee ng the end of September. We have most of the rally details worked out and on our website (www.fmcainto.com) by the me
you receive this newsle er. We also discussed the feasibility of a desna on rally in Las Vegas for 2022. For planning purposes, we are
looking at 4 days, at least 4 shows on the strip, and once again using
ridesharing for our transporta on. Comments and sugges ons are always appreciated.
We are excited to con nue working with the new and reelected members of the INTO Execu ve Board. A special welcome for our two new
Vice Presidents, Harry Hentschel and Sue McMahon, to the INTO
Board. I cannot say enough about the rest of the board; all have served
for mul ple years and without their dedica on and knowledge, INTO
would not be where it is today. INTO is not going to be the same with
the departure of George and Maxine Schremp and Rodger and Diana
Donnelly on the board.
Con nued on page 2
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But George will be on the Execu ve Board as an advisor, Maxine is our Newsle er Editor, Rodger
will be our Parking Guru and Diana makes our Food Service look easy. We are very fortunate to
have their con nued support for our organiza on.
The only common denominator for 2020 has been cancella ons, star ng with the FMCA Internaonal Conven on in Tucson and con nuing through the rest of the year, up to and including the
Western Area Rally scheduled for January 2021. Lisa and I were able to a end a Des na on Campﬁre Rally hosted by Monaco Interna onal (MI) in Amana, Iowa. Everyone adhered to the necessary
precau ons including social distancing, wearing masks and hand sani zing. The MI staﬀ did a great
job of taking care of everyone and the Amana Colonies staﬀ were, as always, very professional and
accommoda ng.
INTO's Calgary Stampede des na on rally was cancelled when the Stampede was cancelled due to
the virus for the ﬁrst me in over 100 years. In 2021, the INTO board will be at the Interna onal
Conven on in Gille e, WY, the ﬁrst part of July and we will not be able to reschedule. The good
news is one of our Chapters, the SOI RV Club, has agreed to run the rally for the Calgary Stampede
for 2021. Even more good news is that our Past President, George Schremp, assisted by our Past VP
Rodger Donnelly, has agreed to run the rally in 2021. I know it is going to be a fantas c event, limited to 50 coaches per week, and the registra on form is in this newsle er. We are sorry we personally can’t a end.
As one of our 11,000-plus members, you are the driving force behind our future events. Your ideas
and sugges ons will shape our future ac vi es and you are welcome to contact me any me by
email, phone or in person. Our goal is to con nue to be the best, most innova ve area in FMCA
and we can only accomplish this with your support. Stay safe during this diﬃcult me and we are
looking forward to seeing everyone next year at our rallies.
Paul G Mitchell

George Schremp, Past President
Hope everyone is staying safe and healthy. Thanks for the support during
these last few years while I was a VP, SR VP, and President.
I would like to thank the Interna onal Area membership for their support
for the past 2 years as your Area President and FMCA Na onal Vice President. These last 2 years have ﬂown by amazingly fast. I found out that this
posi on is a very demanding and me-consuming job and really is a fullme job.
I want to especially thank the INTO Board for their hard work and dedica on during these past 2
years. Without a devoted Board working together on behalf of the INTO Area we could not be successful.
I will be looking forward to seeing many of you in Lebanon, Tennessee, at the next INTO Area Rally.
Be safe, see you down the road.

October, 2020
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Senior Vice President Bob Weithofer
I want to thank all of the National Directors who participated in the recent
INTO Area elections. Paul Mitchell was sworn in as our Area President and
as an FMCA Area Vice President at the FMCA Executive Board meeting on
August 29th, which was conducted via video conference. George Schremp,
immediate past president, swore in our returning and new INTO Area Officers also via video conference on September 5th.
Thank you George Schremp and RoDger Donnelly and spouses for your years of service on the
Board. I look forward to continuing to work with you in the future.
Both FMCA and INTO are being forced by the current health situation to use email and video conferencing to conduct business. I believe this is a good solution given the geographic distribution of
the officers of both organizations. It reduces travel cost and allows decisions to be made in a more
timely manner.
Your Board is planning our spring 2021 INTO rally for Lebanon, Tennessee. Arrival will be on
April 19th and departure on April 23rd. We had a rally there in 2014, and since that time, they have
built a very nice, large exhibition building that provides an exceptional facility for many of our activities. We will also have access to all of the fairgrounds buildings for our smaller gatherings.







We will be providing several opportunities for chapters and individuals to participate.
The first opportunity is to attend the rally. Start making your plans now.
The next opportunity is to volunteer. Volunteers are needed to assist in several areas. We will be
providing details in future newsletters. We can only produce this rally with the assistance of our
members. Please seriously consider volunteering; no matter what your abilities or availability,
we can find a place where you can assist your Area organization.
We also will be able to accommodate chapter pre-rallies and rallies within a rally. Please contact
me if your chapter wants to host such an event.
And we are planning a chapter fair. This is a great way to get new members. Every chapter
should seriously consider participating in this event.

Additional information and activities will be available in future emails as we work out the details.
The Chapter opportunities are not limited to INTO Area chapters. If you are a member of a Chapter
of another Area of FMCA, please consider participating in any of these activities.
You also don't need to be a member of an INTO Area chapter to volunteer. Keep an eye on the
INTO Area website (fmcainto.com) and future newsletters for more information.
Speaking of the website, currently Paul Mitchell maintains the website. With his expanded duties as
Area President, it would be greatly appreciated if one of our members could step up and take on this
responsibility. It is not a difficult or time-consuming task. Please contact Paul if you can assist or
know of someone who may be willing to help.
This is your organization! If you have questions or suggestions feel free to contact any of the Board
Members. We are here to serve you.
Bob Weithofer, Senior Vice President
bob2w@hotmail.com
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VP HARRY HENTSCHEL’s WORDS
I’m extremely honored and humbled to be part of the INTO Board and am
looking forward to working with the other Board members. Over the next
year, I plan on visi ng several of the Chapters that I have been assigned to
as their speciﬁc Area VP.
As a brief introduc on, Sandy and I have been members of FMCA since
2001. A er re ring, we joined our ﬁrst FMCA Chapter in 2010. We have
a ended twelve Interna onal Conven ons since 2012 and par cipated in
ﬁve FMCA Governing Board Mee ngs as a Na onal Director. Sandy is also a
Na onal Director. We are members of nine Chapters and usually log an average of 12,000 miles annually in our coach.
Something we can all relate to — this has been a very unique year. I’m reminded of the old saying
“Blessed are the ﬂexible,” for they are less likely to get bent out of shape! As RVers, we are probably more accustomed to being ﬂexible than most, but I’m sure all of our travel plans for 2020 have
s ll been signiﬁcantly disrupted.
Sandy and I are no excep on to disrupted travel plans, but we have been blessed to s ll get out in
the coach. Before the pandemic hit, we a ended the SOI Rose Bowl Parade Rally over New Year’s.
This event should be on everyone’s bucket list and the SOI chapter knows how to do it right! From
there, we a ended the Western Area Rally in Indio, CA, with the Monaco Roamers chapter to observe how they do a Rally Within A Rally. This is an ideal arrangement as they all parked together
as a Club and had the FMCA beneﬁts of vendors, show coaches and entertainment provided by the
Area. The Chapter catered some meals and had daily club-sponsored Social Hours. This is a concept more clubs should consider. We also made a brief trek to the nearby Quartzsite RV Show in
January and saw many FMCA friends at that venue.
A er the FMCA Conven ons, Monaco Interna onal Pre-Rallies, and rallies of Rocky Mountain
Monacos, Monacos-In-Mo on, and American Coach Club, all which we were planning to a end,
and others were cancelled early in the year, we elected to stay at our Winter place in Arizona longer than usual. However, a er returning to Colorado and two months at home working on deferred maintenance, pain ng the house, etc., we HAD to get back on the road to get some rest.
We traveled to upstate Minnesota to meet a few other FMCA members in rela ve isola on on
small lakes. We then a ended the Monaco Interna onal Chapter (MI) Campﬁre Rally in Amana, IA.
This was a departure for MI in that it was totally a social gathering (at appropriate social distancing). No vendors, no seminars, no show coaches, just social ac vi es with me to take in many of
the venues at this des na on to share experiences of the day and get to know other members. A
very relaxing event! If you have not been there, Amana has an excep onal campground, well suited for big rigs and rallies.
Monaco Interna onal will con nue with FMCA Pre-Rallies, and is broadening their approach to accommodate more members by oﬀering gatherings such as the one in Amana, and other des naon rallies in addi on to their tradi onal Albuquerque Interna onal Balloon Fiesta Rally. MI also
opened up membership to other motorized brands earlier this year, a move that many Chapters
have recently made in order to keep membership numbers up and rally cost down.

Con nued on Page 5
October, 2020

page 4

The International Traveler
FROM VP HARRY HENTSCHEL’s WORDS
continued from Page 4
From Amana, we traveled over to Shipshewana, IN, another area with very low virus numbers and
lots to do. We met up with more FMCA members on a casual basis. Shipshewana is a short distance from Elkhart, IN, the epicenter of RV manufacturing.
Later in the year, we also joined up with other FMCA members in Estes Park, CO. We had planned
the trip to coincide with the Sco sh-Irish Highland Fes val held in early September as we wanted
to check it out as a poten al future des na on rally venue. Unfortunately, as virtually all Fes vals
with poten ally large gatherings, it was also cancelled, but we s ll took the opportunity to meet up
with other FMCA members and enjoy the area.
Unrelated to RVing, while primarily a working trip to our residence in the Ozarks, we did get some
valued personal me on the lake in our boat - another way to easily social distance. In all, we have
felt very comfortable with the venues we have visited since the COVID outbreak.
We hope to see many of you in 2021 when events get scheduled again. Whereever you may be
headed, we wish you SAFE TRAVELS.

Harry Hentschel
Vice President

WORDS FROM VP SUSAN McMAHON
Hello. My name is Sue McMahon and I am one of your new INTO Vice Presidents.
I am a retired Army Nurse and retired school nurse out of Las Vegas, NV. I
fully retired in 2016 and took off full-time in our RV with my traveling family,
my husband, Marty, and our fur babies (cats) Coco and Harris. At that time we
also joined FMCA.
We do an annual RV circuit north up the Western seaboard visiting our son in Reno, NV, and our
daughter, grand kids, and friend in Tacoma, WA. We then head across country to WI to visit
friends and family. Afterwards, we head down the Mississippi River, then through Texas to our
winter home in either Yuma or Casa Grande, AZ. Occasionally, we travel east of the Mississippi
River for special rallies.
We are members of the Roamin’ Catholics, Full-Timers, Military Veterans, Beaver and Friends Security and Badger, and WI chapters. We have been volunteering at rallies since we joined FMCA
four years ago.
This year you elected me to be one of your INTO Vice Presidents and I am excited to visit each and
every Chapter that falls in my sphere.
Susan McMahon
Vice President

October, 2020
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WORDS FROM VP JOHN McPHERSON
I would like to thank all the INTO National Directors for reelecting me
for another 2 year term as an INTO Vice President.
My last rally was the INTO rally Oct. 21-27, 2019, at the wonderful
Lakewood Camping Resort in Myrtle Beach, SC, where I was the coordinator for carpooling to the 5 shows. Weather was great, camping
right at the beach, games and great fellowship.
I experienced problems with my RV so I had to wait on a recall from
Freightliner so my RV was out of service until early March when I was getting ready to head
to the FMCA Convention in Tucson. As a result, I had to cancel all my rallies after November.
I have been a “car guy” all my life and kicked it off when I bought my first car from my dad
when he upgraded in 1951. I got the 1937 Ford and that got me into the “car hobby.” (Another story.) In 1986, I bought a 1985 Ford Van from my neighbor and he had a
1957 Caddie in his garage, Elvis perfect! He talked me into joining the Antique Automobile
Club of America (AACA) and I have enjoyed the club, the car rallies and their bi-monthly
magazine ever since.
AND I know just how much we love our motorhomes on wheels. It occurred to me that we
ought to form a combination chapter of AACA/FMCA. I know we have AACA members in
FMCA so it would be a natural. If you want to join AACA you can join now for ½ year dues
of $20.00. You do not need to own an Antique Automobile to join. I have all the information
needed at macirishone@gmail.com. This is our opportunity to form this Chapter so
PLEASE spread the word. Let me hear from you even if you are not interested in forming a
NEW Chapter.
I am President of the Singles International Chapter (SI) and with NO FMCA rallies, our major activities have come to a halt as has happened with other chapters. I revised the SI Facebook (FB) in April with the idea it might generate local interest for get togethers — BUT
that has not happened! I had about half the membership join so we use it for quick announcements etc.
We have asked our membership to submit articles to our bi-monthly “Scuttlebutt Newsletter” (fmca-si) and our Editor. Bob Mills reminded us of the 2003 FMCA summer convention
that was held in Buffalo, NY, and the Singles International Prince Edward Island Canada
Caravan with 28 rigs. It covered two pages and is worth reading at fmca-si.
I just received word that my immediate past SI President, Betty Howard, has passed away
from cancer at her daughter’s home in NC. BETTY was our #1 volunteer and when I served
my first term as President in 2012, we had 350 members. Betty was our cheerleader for our
Bean Bag Baseball Teams and a guarantee win every time she attended. When Betty was
President, her treasurer quit and she had to take over until SHE found a replacement. Many
in the INTO remember her as the queen of HUGS. —Ah, NOW you remember Betty…..
Several of my chapters, Blue Bird and Vintage Birds, are back to postponed rallies. The
Amateur Radio chapter holds weekly tech/net gatherings and the 4 Wheelers have regular
Zoom meetings. Safari Trails lists 3 rallies.
Looking forward to meeting you in Lebanon, TN, in April 2021.

John McPherson
October, 2020
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WORDS FROM VP MIKE NEIGHBOURS
First oﬀ, let me say how happy and honored I am to have been reelected to one of the INTO Area Vice President posi ons. Thank you
to the Governing Board and all our members for your support. As
INTO Board members, we are planning and looking forward to a new
year ﬁlled with fun events and ac vi es.
What a year this has been! A year like no other known! Fast rewind
to last October; the INTO Rally at Myrtle Beach was our last real Area
func on before the Pandemic hit. The Rally was a huge success and
enjoyed by all par cipants. It included Shows, Meals, Games and the ﬁrst ever INTO BBQ
Championship. It was also highlighted by the forma on of the new RVQue Chapter dedicated to pursuing and enjoying the culinary delights of Low Slow Cooking. Thanks to all
who a ended for their eﬀorts to make it a success.
A er the Rally, Darlene and I pointed the Coach west towards CA to spend the Holidays
with family. It was a great me with several big family get togethers for Thanksgiving,
Christmas, and New Year’s. Li le did we realize what was in store for the new year.
The year was started as planned with the Western Area Rally in Indio. It was a great me
and INTO, as well as several chapters, were well represented at the Chapter Fair and other
events. Several Chapters including Military Veterans, Elks, Full Timers, RVQue, and SOI
added new members.
The rest of the ﬁrst quarter was an agenda of typical RVers’ Southwest ac vi es including
The Blythe Bluegrass Fes val, Quartzsite, and the Pyrotechnics Expo at Lake Havasu where
we met up with several of the Western Area Overland Trailblazers which we are members
of as well.
Next was the Tri-Chapter Rally in Camp Verde. It was a joint pre-FMCA rally with the Elk,
Full Timers and Military Veterans. The Elk Chapter was the oﬃcial Rally Chapter and Jim &
Pat Goetzinger did a terriﬁc job of assuring a great ou ng. And then came the Pandemic
and the world suddenly changed and turned upside down and inside out!
Darlene and I decided to con nue to Tucson even though, by then, the FMCA Conven on
had been cancelled. Several friends were going as well so we decided to hang out there
while trying to sort things out. We wound up sheltering in St. George, UT, for a couple of
months and then onto Knoxville, TN, for a Grandkid ﬁx.
That brings us to today. We are in Lebanon, TN, for an INTO Board mee ng next week to
ﬁnalize plans for a rally next April. More info on that to follow.
In the mean me, Happy Travels to all and stay healthy and safe.

Mike Neighbours

October, 2020
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OUR FAVORITE SECRETARY’S WORDS
Hope you are well and SAFE.
This has been a very long summer; I have almost completed my HONEY
DO LIST!!!!
Bonnie and I have cleaned out a 2-car garage, which was due 5 years
ago. We then moved to our Cabin in the North Carolina Mountains to
repair a deck, roof, outside paint and driveway. Sounds like a lot of
work but it is a labor of love. So we have spent most of the summer in the Mountains. We
have made so many new friends who summer in our valley; most are from Florida, and so
they are dodging the Florida Summer heat.
I would like to THANK YOU for elec ng me as your INTO Secretary. I will work for you any
way I can; just give me a call.
Our Rally at the Beach, Lakewood Resort in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, October 21 – 25,
2019, was a great success. The weather was great, Shows were TOP NOTCH and the FOOD
was out of this world! Myrtle Beach has a lot to oﬀer, so why not go back and spend some
me in the area?
Your INTO Board is planning another GREAT RALLY for 2021 in Lebanon, Tennessee, so look
for the registra on in the next newsle er.
I would like to THANK George Schremp, our Past President, for his me and talent. Also to
Rodger Donnelly for serving as an INTO Vice President.
Welcome to our New INTO President, Paul Mitchell.
I look forward to seeing you at the NEXT Rally.
Be SAFE and keep it between the lines.

Dick Lowman
INTO Secretary

Visit us at fmcainto.com
October, 2020
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Gree ng from your INTO Treasurer, Jim Fitzpatrick
Well, the me since our last newsle er has been….how can I describe it…..very
interes ng.
Our INTO Rally at Myrtle Beach was a great me for over 200 rigs. Lots of me
to play on the beach, and great entertainment (and of course, the food) each
evening around the Myrtle Beach area.
Kara and I spent the 2020 New Year with the SOI Chapter at the annual Rose
Parade Rally. What a great rally. I grew up in California and always wanted to
go to the Rose Parade, but never thought I would get the opportunity. The Rally was amazing! In
5 days, we went to the races at Santa Anita Racetrack (where we were all staying), visited the
Hun ngton Museum, got to work on decora ng a ﬂoat, and toured a large facility where numerous other ﬂoats were in various stages of decora ng. And of course, the highlight was the Rose
Parade. Our seats were about 100 yards from the start of the parade and the view was spectacular.
Our next stop was the FMCA Western Area Rally at Indio, CA, where we connected with our
many friends from around the country. This was Kara’s ﬁrst “tradi onal” rally and she really enjoyed all aspects of the week.
Arizona saw us enjoying the Tri Chapter Rally (Veterans, Full Timers and Elk Chapters). We saw
beau ful Sedona, Jerome, and Co onwood. We then headed to the FMCA Rally in Tucson. I was
excited to see Three Dog Night at the rally. Well….then…….COVID hit with a vengeance and the
Rally was cancelled, much to everyone’s disappointment! It really slowed everyone down (or
locked them in place.) We remained in Co onwood, Arizona, with our great friends Bob and Pat
Weithofer. The loca on was excellent and we did a lot of driving around seeing the sights (from
a distance). And we ate a lot of shared meals and just enjoyed relaxing and walking the trails.
We le in May and spent most of the summer with Kara’s grandkids in Janesville, Wisconsin.
That was the highlight of the last few months by far.
I was oﬀered the opportunity to join RV Insurance Beneﬁts as a Health Insurance agent focused
on RVers. The great part of the plan is that it is portable anywhere in the US. And the best part
is that I am working with fellow RVers Geoﬀ and Johana Ma hews, as well as one of our INTO
Vice Presidents, Mike Neighbours. A er a month of training in Southern Oregon, we headed
down to Southern California.
We had the chance to buy into the Escapees RV Park outside of Temecula, CA. We are so blessed
to have a ﬁxed base when it is me to just relax.
We aren’t sure what the future will bring — rally or no rally; travel or no travel. But whatever
happens, we are both happy and healthy. Today (8 September) marks 1 year on the road for Kara as a full me RVer.
As we speak, the ﬁnances of the INTO Area are very sound. As we plan for future rallies, we
hope to con nue to be ﬁnancially successful and oﬀer all FMCA members the great events we
have all come to expect. Kara and I wish you all good health and safe travels.

Jim Fitzpatrick
Treasurer
October, 2020
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Past Vice President Rodger Donnelly
Well, as I sit and write my final newsletter article for now as
your INTO Vice President, I want to concentrate a little more
on family, but we are not going away by any means, as we truly
enjoy the RV lifestyle.
As I reflect on the year 2020, I believe if this year was a fish,
I would throw it back… But this year has allowed me to be the
general contractor for my son and his wife’s new 3,400 square
foot house. I also added a filter bog pond to my water features
at our place, helped my oldest son build a two car garage, as well
as installing a pool and hot tub for them, and we home schooled our grandson all summer. Boy,
my hat goes off to all you educators out there. We survived shelter in places with the
Traphagens, the Mathews, the Nixons, and the Wickers at our facility.
I would like to invite y’all to Lebanon, Tennessee, for the 2021 INTO Area Rally in April. This
will be my opportunity to tell you where to go and where to park as I will be spearheading the
parking committee at this rally. We really look forward to seeing all of our old friends, as
well as making new lifelong friends, so mark your calendars and make plans to be there.
If you don’t have enough reasons to join us for the INTO Area Rally, allow me to let you in on
a little secret. The RVQue Chapter will be firing up their combined Smokers and will be giving everyone a mouthwatering sensation, so bring your taste buds and come on down…
Then in June we are getting together with several of our friends and attending the CMA Fest
in Nashville. Afterwards, we will be touring Michigan, and the Upper Peninsula on our way to
the Calgary Stampede. In Calgary, I will have another opportunity to tell you where to go, as
I will be heading up parking for the SOI RV Club Chapter at this event. If this event is on
your Bucket List, please join us and make this an event of a lifetime.
Let me close with Diana and I saying we have cherished our time working with you and for you
these last many years. We look forward to seeing everyone down the road.

Be safe and Happy

RoDger & Diana

October, 2020
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SOI’s Calgary Stampede
July 8 ‐ 13th and/or July 14 ‐ 19th 2021
YES, INTO is going to join the SOI Chapter at the Calgary
Stampede in 2021. With a li le bit of luck, and the virus
under control, we will be able to go up to the Calgary, Alberta, Canada’s Stampede and have a “Great Time.”
The Calgary Stampede is an annual rodeo, exhibi on, and fes val held every July. The tenday event, which bills itself as “The Greatest Outdoor Show on Earth,” a racts over one
million visitors per year and features one of the world’s largest rodeos, a parade, midway
state shows, concerts, agricultural compe ons, and chuckwagon racing.
We have 50 RV parking spots with 30-amp electricity. You have the choice to go the ﬁrst
week, the second week, or both weeks, it’s your choice! Last year we sold out early for
parking spots, so don’t delay. Currently for the ﬁrst week of the Stampede, we have 37
spots available, but in the second week we only have 9 spots le . As you can see it is not
going to take long to ﬁll the second week, as well as the ﬁrst week.
Please look for the registra on form that is included in this newsle er, ﬁll it out, and at
least send a deposit right away to reserve your spot. Everybody that signed up last year received a full refund and that will happen this year if there is a cancella on.
This is a bucket list item that will ﬁll up fast! Remember to just live the “Dream.”
We are Looking forward to seeing y’all at the Stampede.
Your Rally Master Team:
George and Maxine Schremp
RoDger and Diana Donnelly
Larry and Evelyn Stark
If you have any ques ons, please do not hesitate to email the SOI Chapter
paul@soiclub.com or call or email me at (540-903-3595), gschremp@gmail.com .
George Schremp
October, 2020
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