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Greetings from David 
 

 

Greetings to my FMCA friends.  I hope all of you are 
enjoying the warmer weather. 

In early March, Patsy and I headed for Georgia and the 
convention in Perry.  We always stop in Destin, Florida, on 
our way to the Southeast from our home near Dallas, Texas. 
One of Patsy’s closest high school friends lives there.  We 
stayed at Henderson Beach State Park, a great park right on 

the beach.  We had a great visit and then moved on to Tallahassee to visit the site for 
the INTO Rally.  

Prior to the beginning of the convention, I visited the pre-rallies of the Monaco 
International and Newmar International chapters.  It was great to see our old friends 
at the Newmar rally, and also meet some of the Monaco members. 

The 93rd Family Reunion and Motorhome Showcase in Perry, Georgia, was very well 
attended with 2,186 family coaches attending and over 400 commercial coaches.  I 
understand that the Motorhome dealers did very well selling their coaches.  As usual 
we had some rain, which happens most times when we are there.  I visited with many 
chapters who were having gatherings.  Patsy had to hang onto her hat with all the 
hurrying that we had to do in trying to make them all.  I had help from the INTO Board 
members visiting chapters. 

The INTO Area had a very lively gathering.  I had been trying to change the policy 
regarding the 5-year INTO rally restriction, and also the restriction that doesn’t allow 
the AVP in that Area to approve rallies in his or her area within 5 years.  In May, the 
Executive Board met in Cincinnati and the 5 years was changed to 3 years, plus the 
part about the Area Vice President not reducing that time limit was taken out. 

We then made our way to Tallahassee for the INTO Rally.  You asked for it and the 
INTO Board made it happen; we had change.  The evening entertainment was great 
and, to top it off, we had a picnic.  Yes, we had barbecue, games, a pet parade, crafts, 
and, lo and behold, Wild Wally jumped 12 water bottles with a Golf Cart (don’t try this 
at home).  We had a lot of fun and our dealer sold several motorhomes and was very 
happy. 

As you know this is an election year and I have been elected for my final two years.  
The new INTO Board is listed below and will be installed at the INTO meeting in West 
Springfield: 

 George Schremp - Senior Vice President 

 Paul Mitchell - Vice President  Rodger Donnelly - Vice President 

 Sherry Targum - Vice President  John McPherson - Vice President 

 Carol Klenow - Treasurer  Dick Lowman - Secretary 

 Alfred Vormittag Jr. - Immediate Past President 
       Continued on Page 2 
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I would like to thank the INTO Governing Board for electing these members.  They will need everyone’s support in the 
next two years. 

I would also like to thank three of our members who are going out of office.  You will never know how much I 
sincerely appreciate the support that you all have given me.  Those whose terms will end are:  Jerry Sweeney, Phyllis 
Johnson, and John Lee.  Thank You All so much. 

Yes; the INTO Area is going to have a Rally May 1, 2017, in Branson, Missouri.  “Meet INTO in Branson.”  There is more 
information in this newsletter.  You asked for different ideas and this should fill the bill. 

On May 16, 2016, the Executive Board met in Cincinnati.  The minutes of this meeting are posted on the FMCA 
Governance Web site.  I urge you to stay informed. 

Chapter Presidents – If your chapter qualifies to receive the new member list, FMCA can send a list of all new and/or 
past-due-member-reports.  Contact Christy Budai at headquarters to find out whether your chapter can receive these 
lists.  Give it a try; it will help your membership. 

I have written a letter that you can send along with your chapter letter to these new members.  You are more than 
welcome to use it to encourage chapter membership.  Let Christy at FMCA know you would like the INTO letter. 

FMCA’s Association Calendar, published in each issue of Family Motor Coaching magazine and online at FMCA.com, 
lists rallies that are open to all motorhome owners.  You are welcome to attend these rallies, and there is no 
obligation to join the sponsoring chapter.  Always contact the rally host to ensure that there is space available. 

All Chapter Officers:  This newsletter only goes to you.  Please forward it to your chapter members and encourage 
other motorhome owners to join FMCA.  Please place the INTO Newsletter and my welcome letter on your chapter’s 
Web Site. 

Again don’t forget Branson, Missouri, May 1st, 2017. 
 

        

       President 

       International Area Organization (INTO) of FMCA 

Greetings from David, Continued from front page 
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 Help, “Mother Nature” needs to grab “Father Time” and slow him 
down.  Yesterday it was January 2nd and now it is July 4th.  Someone is going 
to get a speeding ticket if they’re not careful.  

 As time was moving on, Maxine and I attended and worked as volun-
teers at the International FMCA Convention in Perry.  As a volunteer and Assis-
tant Parking Chief, I really enjoyed my time working with Parking Chief C.B. 
Edwards from the Eastern Area, Assistant Parking Chief and VP of the North-
east Area Donny O, and Assistant Parking Chief Steven Pickens from the Six-
State Area.  I met all of these great people just because I volunteered.  

 The INTO Board had a “Capital Experience” in Tallahassee at the INTO Area Rally.  Thank you to all 
who attended and supported the rally.  You made it a success!  We did try something different at this rally 
and it was fun.  Read the other article by the Board members to see more details.  We had a 50/50 raffle 
that was really supported well.  All of the winners donated their winnings back, and one person from the 
Roadtreck chapter donated an additional $100.00.  INTO wrote a check to the Florida Veterans Foundation 
for $865.00. 

 At this rally we invited all of the INTO Board candidates - Sherry Targum, Carol Klenow, and John 
McPherson - to work with the existing Board members to learn more about the jobs they are hoping to be 
elected to.  I think this worked out great for everyone.  I am happy to say that all were elected to their posi-
tions and can now hit the ground running at our next Area Rally. 

 Speaking of our next Area Rally, the INTO Board is trying something new again!  I would like to invite 
you to “Meet INTO in Branson.”  This rally is the first ever International Area Rally to be held in Branson, 
MO, and it will be on May 1st -5th, 2017.  We will be camping at Treasure Lake Resort.  Everyone will have 
50-amp electric, sewer, and water sites.  It is very important that you register for this exciting rally very soon 
to reserve your site and show tickets.  This rally will fill up quickly.  Early arrivals will be April 29th and/or 
30th, 2017, at $30.00 a day and those parking fees will be collected on arrival.  It is recommended that you 
come early; there is so much to see and do, you will be very busy enjoying yourselves and having fun.  We 
will have three breakfasts, go to six shows, attend seminars, and, of course, a hot dog bash and an ice 
cream social.  There will be time to squeeze in some sightseeing also. 

  Cost for the rally: 

  50-amp, water and sewer $110.00 

  Total cost for shows and breakfast for one person    $190.00 

  Total cost for shows and breakfast for two people    $380.00 

 If your coach has 30-amp electricity you will need to bring a 50-amp to a 30-amp conversion plug.   

 In closing, I would like to thank our three outgoing officers, “Chief” Jerry Sweeney,  Phyllis Johnson, 
and John Lee, for their many hours of hard work that each did in order to ensure that INTO had successful 
rallies for its members.   

 

 George Schremp 

 INTO Senior Vice President 

visit into.fmca.com 

mailto:into.fmca.com
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We had a busy winter, ending 2015 in Pasadena with SOI Motorhome Club at the 
Rose Parade Rally and bringing in the New Year with a live band, crazy hat contest 
and lots of food and dancing.  This was our 9th time at the Rose Parade and it lived 
up to all of our expectations.  

We followed this by volunteering at the Western Area Rally in Indio, California.  If 
you are out west in January, this is a great way to start the new year.  We had sev-
eral INTO Area Chapters represented at the Chapter Fair and signed up some new 
members.  I had the opportunity to be a judge for the Pet Extravaganza, hosted by 
the Roadtrek Chapter, who did a great job organizing the event.  

After a short stay in Las Vegas we drove down to Rocky Point (Puerto Penasco) to 
see if it would make a good rally point for our SOI Chapter.  Spending a few days 

with nothing but ocean out your front windshield is a great way to relax.  If you haven’t been to Rocky 
Point you can join SOI next February for a few days on the beach.  

We headed East early this year with a stop at the Monaco International Rally in Moultrie before we headed 
to Perry for the international.  We had a great time in Moultrie and our volunteer assignment was to “help 
serve at the Bar.”  Great job and lots of fun.  We once again volunteered to work Trams at the international 
convention and thoroughly enjoyed meeting old and new friends.  As I have said before, if you haven’t tried 
volunteering at one of the FMCA events, I encourage you to try it.  It is an enriching experience, develops 
new friendships, and will keep you coming back.  

The highlight of our year is always the INTO Area Rally and this year was one of the best.  We had a great 
group in Tallahassee at the North Florida Fairgrounds.  Their staff are one of the best I have ever worked 
with.  They were always available, anticipated our needs and responded effectively.  Everyone that re-
quested it received 50-amp service, and parking was close enough to walk to most of the activities.  Our 2nd 
annual Hot Dog Bash to kick off the rally the first night was a great success and no one went away hungry. 
We started a new tradition by using the last full day to have a picnic with great southern catered BBQ, Pet 
Parade, Games, and entertainment by Wild Wally.  If you weren’t there you missed a great time.  

Lisa and I are looking forward to seeing everyone at the FMCA Summer convention in West Springfield, 
Massachusetts.  If you haven’t volunteered yet, now is the time.  Have a great summer! 

 

  Paul Mitchell 

  INTO Vice President  

From our Secretary, Dick Lowman 
 Where has summer gone?  After the FMCA convention in Perry, Georgia, we went to the SUCCESSFUL INTO 
Rally in Tallahassee, Florida.   These were great Rallies:  Time spent with old friends and time to make new ones. 
 I would like to thank several of the INTO officers who chose to retire.  First, Jerry Sweeney (Treasurer) and his 
wife, Sandy. Jerry is such a great person and was quick to handle a project and a joy to work with.  Next, Phyllis John-
son (Vice President) and husband, Chuck.  She was our sign maker with Chuck’s help, but they got the job handled.  
Finally, John Lee (Vice President), and his wife, Carol.  John was the one that kept the Vendors in order and looked 
for more to come to our Rally, a great job.  All will be missed on the INTO Board; again 
THANKS for your support. 
 It looks like West Springfield, the FMCA 94th International Convention, will be a suc-
cess.  I will be looking for some cooler weather. 
 Hope you plan to volunteer. It’s a good way to make new friends.  Also, INTO has a 
few surprises for our next INTO Rally, so keep tuned in. 
 Hope you are planning some time this summer to be with family and friends. 
See you in West Springfield in August.  Again, thanks for your support. 
  Dick Lowman 
  INTO Secretary  
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“Greetings, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I wish INTO the Best in the future." 

      John Lee, Outgoing INTO VP 

As I write this first news article as a VP of the INTO Area, I am sitting in my Roadtrek 
enjoying a Corps of Engineer Park on the beautiful Mark Twain Lake in Missouri. I 
stayed at another site on the other side of the lake last week, but this one has easier 
access to the water itself. 

In the past three months I have enjoyed attending and volunteering at the FMCA Family 
Reunion in Perry, GA; INTO rally in Tallahassee; and three chapter rallies (Roadtrek In-
ternational), which were hosted by first-time rally leaders who did fantastic jobs.  I visit-
ed Niagara Falls, Watkins Glen (where I hiked the gorge), and in Missouri I got to see 
where the Clydesdales are bred and raised before becoming part of a ‘hitch’ for the Bud-
weiser wagon.  Attending rallies gets me to places where I might never have gone and 
seeing sights I would have missed. All three of these rallies included wineries and, of course, Budweiser, where we 
enjoyed tastings, tours, and lunch as well as the camaraderie that every rally provides. We try to always ‘have fun’ 
as our FMCA parent stresses and I think we accomplished the goal very well.  

    I am looking forward to more rally attendance these next few months and the wonderful opportunities my new 
‘job’ will afford. Stay safe and healthy. 

 

 Sherry Targum 

 INTO Vice President 

HELLO FROM TREASURER CAROL KLENOW 

 

First, I would like to thank everyone who elected 
me to the INTO Board.  What an honor to be 
chosen to work alongside these great people that 
are on the Board now.  I will work very hard for 
the membership that I represent. 
 
A little about myself:  Some of the areas in my 
previous employments were Veterinary Hospital 
assisting in all areas, Secretary for four Attor-
neys, Bank Teller, and last, retiring as Finance 
Director and Computer Programmer.  I enjoy 
being with people and assisting in every way 
that I can.   

 
I was very active in the other clubs that I belong to:  Loners on Wheels 
(LoWs), SOLOS, Chapter 8 of Escapees, and Singles International (SI).  I 
have been involved in working the rallies, chairing six of them and put-
ting together the 45th Anniversary Rally for the LoWs.  As I have enjoyed 
working with all of them, my first priority now is INTO and I plan on de-
voting all my time to the board and our members. 
 
So, with that said, I am looking forward to meeting many of you at our 
next rally.  Please don’t be shy.  Come up and say hi to me.  Be sure to 
travel safe. 
 

     Carol Klenow 

     INTO Treasurer 
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NOW looking back on when I first started volunteering, I guess it started in the summer 

of 1952 when I volunteered to be company clerk, 2nd class at the Naval Training Center 

at Bainbridge, MD (Boot Camp).  In 1954, I went on Navy active duty for two years and 

my home port was Charleston, SC.  During this time I obtained my amateur radio li-

cense, K4EHN.  In 1956, I returned to monthly training meetings until 1960.  I was RM2 

by then and tested for RM1 and I received my Honorable Discharge in Feb. 1964. 

In 1954, I went to work full time in a Radio/TV store until I received my call in October, 

1956 to work at NACA at Langley Field, Hampton, Va.  In 1958 we became NASA. I re-

tired on Dec. 31, 1989.  I worked with many engineers and enjoyed and learned so 

many things every day.  I was in quality control and studied the failures in integrated circuits before most of 

the world knew what they were.  I was the author of two technical papers. 

In March 1958, I opened Mac’s Electronic Service and stopped active service in 1992 but still have my busi-

ness license.  In 1965, I became active in our local Chapter of the Virginia Electronic Association (VEA), 

served in every chapter office, including President of our 39-member Chapter.  I was also AREA Officer in the 

National Associations, NATESA/NESDA.  In 1972, I was elected President of VEA for two years and then as 

Executive Director in 1976.  In 1975, I was elected Secretary of the National Association (NESDA), a 2,000 

member Business Association.  In 1977, I ran for National President, my slogan, “Get Unity Back, Elect Mac.”  

They did not want unity, so I lost.  A split in the Association and another group start-up! 

As I mentioned, being elected President of VEA in 1972 and having to travel to local chapters in Virginia, I 

bought my first motorhome, D24, Winnebago, and joined the club. I sold this unit in 1998. 

In 1987, I was having my car serviced at McPherson’s garage in Poquoson, VA, and I picked up his personal 

copy of the FMC magazine and checked the classified ads. I brought my 1982 Blue Bird.  I joined FMCA, 

F88818, and the Vintage Birds Chapter of FMCA.  

Then in 1994, I traded for a new 1994 Safari and joined the Safari Chapter, and in March 2014, that was 

traded for a 2003 Blue Bird, so again a member of Vintage Birds and Blue Bird Chapters. 

In 1998, I was invited to join the Eastern Chapter of the Frustrated Maestros and later elected to VP and 

then to Alternate National Director.  In 1998, I joined Singles International, Southeast Happy People, and my 

local FMCA Chapter, the Colonial Virginians.  I am also a member of the Military Veterans and  Racecar Fans 

Chapters. 

In 2003, I was elected Eastern VP for Singles International (SI) and in 2010 Executive VP.  In 2012-14, I was 

President of SI and then National Director for 1 year. 

I have been a member of the American Legion Post 25 for 20 years and The Fleet Reserve Association 

Branch 172 and Treasurer of the Branch Home and now Manager (4 years). I also manage my 20 commer-

cial rental properties as Yorktown Industries Inc.  My two daughters are officers and they still talk about our 

1972 trip to New Orleans in the Winnebago for the NATESA National Convention (Delegate) and parking on 

the street behind the Convention Center.  We also took a journey to Disney World.  My co-pilot is Ethel Saw-

yer, F151445, owner of a Safari Trek. 

      John P. Mcpherson, INTO Vice President 
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Last time you heard from me I was getting ready to head out and go up through Arkansas to check out some State 
Parks, which is always relaxing to me.  Then we sailed up to Memphis to check out a possible rally site and have 
dinner with Elvis.  After that we went to Fort Benning and toured the Infantry Museum; by the way, it was awe-
some.  We camped on the base for a few more days before rolling down to the Monaco Pre-Rally in Moultrie.  
That is where it really cost me.  Diana found last coach number III, so we ended up buying the new coach (Narily 
Rum Runner).  After that we went up to Perry for the FMCA convention.  We had fun, met a lot of chapter mem-
bers and had a great time.  Then we went down to Tallahassee and did some INTO pre-rally duties, unloaded our 
new coach with the overload of stuff until we could get everything in our new coach organized. 
 
We traveled down the east coast of Florida stopping at places like Saint Augustine on our way to the Keys.  With 
my theme of The Black Pearl, Island Girls, and Pirate Flags, the Keys was just what the doctor ordered.  When 
time ran short, we turned into the wind and headed up through the Everglades, then up the West Coast of Florida 
to attend the awesome INTO Area “Capital Experience” Tallahassee Rally.   

 
During this rally we had a picnic, and at the picnic Wild Wally (pictured left) attempted 
a death-defying act of jumping not six, but 12 water bottles!  It was awesome to watch 
Wild Wally flying through the air in his golf cart, David Kessler on the phone to FMCA 
Insurance to see if we had coverage, Jon Walker hit Speed Dial to FMCAssist to make 
sure we had things under control.  Wild Wally passed out due to the thin air, but once he 
regained consciousness, the judges were saying that Wild Wally didn't clear the water 
bottles, but Wild Wally was sticking to his story that he jumped all 12 bottles and more.  
If anybody can prove the jump with pictures or video, please let me know… 
 
After the rally we met up with my brother, who was RVing as well, and we worked our 
way back together through Destin Beach and along the Gulf Coast on our way to 
Natchitoches, Louisiana, a cute little town. Then we finished up our 10-week travels in 
Tyler, Texas, visiting the Out-Laws.   
 

Once we got home I purchased a new tractor with an air-conditioned cab.  So after two months of working my tail 
off at the RV Storage Facility, I am chomping at the bit, ready to hit the road in our new coach up to the Midwest. 
I never understood why the Midwest would be somewhere like Indiana and Michigan; I would think that the Mid-
west would be somewhere near Colorado, but whatever.  Our plans are to travel to Indiana, go to the RV museum, 
maybe take in a couple factory tours in Elkhart, visit my sister in Ohio, then go up to Niagara Falls, then hit Syra-
cuse for the Monaco Pre-Rally, and of course, drop down to West Springfield in hopes to see y'all down there at 
the FMCA convention.  Then I think we're going to throw a bag of tea in the Boston Harbor, and visit the Smoky 
Mountains before making our way back to Texas.  If we don’t see y’all on the road somewhere, please drop me a 
line to let me know what you are doing, or if you know of any cool places, vintage vehicles, or Antique Malls to 
see on my route, please Email me at Rodger@ADRVSP.com  
 
The INTO board is going to try something really different next May, 2017 in Branson, Missouri.  We are going to 
have a “Meet INTO in Branson” Rally.  It will be a little bit different kind of rally, with an upscale campground 
with all sites 50-amp full hook-ups for everybody.  We’ll do a lot of shows and things like that hand-dipped Ice 
Cream Social, Hotdog Bash with all the fixin’s, and just having a whale of a good time.  I’d really like to see y'all 
there. 
 
I don't know for sure, but I've heard rumors that Wild Wally might make an appear-
ance in Branson with his fuel-injected golf cart and attempt to jump another 12 water 
bottles.  But this is going to have to be on the down low.  Kind of like those races on 
the Mile Long Bridge south of town where you get together at the last minute and 
have a race.  The Police, Insurance Companies, and other authorities are on the look-
out for Wild Wally.  So come to “Meet INTO in Branson” and see for yourself what 
all the excitement is about.  
 
 Rodger Donnelly 
 INTO Vice President 

 

mailto:Rodger@ADRVSP.com
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INTO Chapters Receiving Anniversary Certificates   

Amateur Radio Chapter 

Country Coach Chapter 

Bus Nuts Chapter 

Wild Goose Chapter 


